TEACHING UNIT
General Topic:
Unit Title:
Grade Level:
Recommended Curriculum Area:

Getting and Earning Money
Exploring Jobs and Careers
Grade 8
Language Arts

The Building Futures Project is sponsored across Canada by Investors Group.
CFEE extends our appreciation to Investors Group for their generous support.

GETTING AND EARNING MONEY

Grade

Exploring Jobs and Careers
Learning Level 2

8

Possible Curriculum Integration Points
Grade 8 Language Arts Recommended
Outcomes
•

Express Ideas – Use exploratory language to discuss and record a variety of predictions, opinions,
and conclusions.

•

Consider Others’ Ideas – Compare own and others’ insights and viewpoints.

•

Experiment with Language and Form – Expand self-expression in oral, written, and visual forms.

•

Set Goals – Use appropriate terminology to discuss developing abilities in personal language learning
and use.

•

Develop Understanding – Recognize and articulate the value of connecting prior and new knowledge and
experiences to shape and extend understanding.

•

Explain Opinions – Summarize and represent personal viewpoints in clear and meaningful ways.

•

Extend Understanding – Ask specific and focused questions for elaboration and clarification; engage in
dialogue about experiences and understanding.

•

Create Original Texts – Create original texts such as cartoon sequences, dialogues, short stories, letters, and
video presentations to communicate and demonstrate understanding of forms and techniques.

•

Use Personal Knowledge – Examine personal knowledge of, and experiences related to, a topic to
determine information needs.

•

Contribute to Group Inquiry – Contribute ideas, knowledge, and questions to help establish group inquiry
or research focuses and purposes.

•

Identify Personal and Peer Knowledge – Select and organize personal and peer knowledge of a topic to
establish an information base for inquiry or research.

•

Assess Sources – Use pre-established criteria to evaluate the currency, usefulness, and reliability of
information sources in answering inquiry or research questions.

•

Record Information – Make notes using headings and sub-headings or graphic organizers appropriate to a
topic; reference sources.

•

Generate Ideas – Consider form and audience when generating ideas and focusing a topic.

•

Work in Groups – Present group conclusions or findings to classmates.
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Relevant Economic Outcomes
•

How people get paid for work – e.g. wages, salaries, contracts, gross vs. net pay, types of deductions, etc.

•

Benefits that may be possible for people to earn from work

•

Factors aﬀecting how much money people can get from employment

•

Ways people can increase their ability to earn money

•

Occupations that are of personal interest

•

Education and training needed for occupations of interest

•

Compare life goals requiring money with others that do not

•

A balanced life means considering things other than money that are important

Background Information
Students need to be aware of the diﬀerent kinds of jobs and careers that exist. For example, if a building goes up
in their community, there are various kinds of jobs that were needed for that building to be constructed. If there
is a bank at the corner there are diﬀerent jobs there. At this age, students need to start to think about what
career path they might follow. They also need to think about the kinds of things that they may like to have in the
future, and would be important in their lives. Some of these things relate to having money and others relate to
lifestyle and quality of life.

Overview of the Unit
The students will learn the diﬀerent ways that people get paid for work. They will also come to understand the
diﬀerence between wages, salaries, and contracts. In addition, they will investigate the kinds of careers and jobs
that exist in their community or city. The class will discover that deductions cause a change in the amount of a
person’s gross pay and net pay. During a computer class activity, they will have a chance to look at various job
descriptions and make their own personal choices about possible future careers. They will complete a worksheet
to be handed in for marking. The students will develop an awareness that not all things in life require money.
After watching a music video, “The Best Things in Life Are Free,” they will complete a persuasive writing
assignment stating their opinion on the topic.
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Estimated Time Frame: 4 periods – 60 minutes each
Suggested Implementation Strategy
Period 1

60 minutes

•

Before the class begins, write the following SIX headings on slips of paper, WAGES, WAGES,
SALARIES, SALARIES, CONTRACTS, and CONTRACTS. Cut them up, and place them into any hat that
is available - e.g., chef’s hat, construction helmet, cowboy hat, or policeman’s hat.

•

Divide the class into 6 groups and let each group pick a slip of paper out of the hat.

•

Ask each group to take a few minutes to THINK-PAIR-SHARE what their word means in relation to a
job. Dictionaries should be available if needed.

•

Take up their answers, making sure they understand the meanings of these terms.
•

Wages: Payment for labor or services to a worker, especially remuneration on an hourly, daily,
or weekly basis or by the piece.

•

Salary: A fixed amount of money or compensation paid to an employee by an employer in
return for work performed.

•

Contract: An agreement between two or more parties, especially one that is written and
enforceable by law.

•

Now ask the groups to think of the jobs in their community where the workers get paid in this way
and make a list.

•

Give examples for each one - e.g., wages – oﬃce worker; salary – teacher; contract – snow removal.

•

Allow 10 minutes for the class to come up with a list.

•

Once the time is up, ask the groups to share their lists orally with the class.

•

Choose one of the examples and tell the class that this person’s gross pay is $800 a week but their net
pay is $500. What is the diﬀerence between gross and net pay? (deductions)

•

Tell the class what the diﬀerence is if they don’t answer that “deductions” are taken from the pay.

•

Direct the groups to one of the following websites to find out what kinds of deductions are made
from a person’s gross earnings.

•

•

http://www.ehow.com/list_6802884_payroll-deductions-canada.html

•

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_are_some_examples_of_payroll_deduction

•

http://www.gov.mb.ca/labour/standards/doc,deductions,factsheet.html

End the class by having them share their findings. Using chart paper, compile a list of deductions
they identify themselves.
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grade 8

60 minutes

•

Handout the Careers and Jobs worksheets.

•

Using computers, the class will access one of the following Canadian job websites and investigate
possible jobs and careers that they might be interested in pursuing in the future. The students will
read about and research careers that might interest them, while completing the Careers and Jobs
worksheets. This will be handed in at the end of the period. The links are:
•

http://www.vector.cfee.org/english/login.php

•

http://www5.hrsdc.gc.ca/noc/english/CH/2001/ClassificationStructure.aspx

Period 3

60 minutes

•

Before the class begins, photocopy a class set of the Goals worksheets.

•

Begin the class by asking the students to think of a successful person they know. The teacher can
record them on the board.

•

Then ask the following questions.

•

•

•

What makes this person successful?

•

Did they have to have a lot of money to be considered successful?

•

Did they know what they wanted to do ahead of time?

•

Did they have a plan or a goal?

Next the teacher will write the following quotes on the board:
•

GOALS THAT ARE NOT WRITTEN DOWN ARE JUST WISHES. Anonymous

•

YOU’LL NEVER ACHIEVE YOUR DREAMS IF THEY DON’T BECOME GOALS. Anonymous

Tell the class that the rest of the period they will be completing their own lists of goals. Hand out the
worksheets: “Creating your own list of Goals.”
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Period 4

grade 8

60 minutes

•

Ask the class to look at their Goals lists that were created last class.

•

Get the students thinking by asking the question, “How many of the items on your list require
money?”

•

Show the following music video “The Best Things in Life Are Free” by Janet Jackson and Luther
Vandross to the class found at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaNNdQVQB9k
o

Brainstorm entertainment ideas that do not require money.

•

Hand out a copy of the Persuasive Writing Rubric to each student.

•

Tell the class that it will be used to assess the writing assignment that they are going to be
given.

•

Ask the students to complete a persuasive writing assignment, stating their opinion on the
following topic:
Are the best things in life free? Yes, No, or both?

•

Allow the rest of the period for them to begin working on their assignment, and, if necessary,
it will be finished for homework.

Possible Evaluations
1.
2.
3.
4.

Group work abilities and cooperation can be tracked.
The Worksheets can be marked.
The Goals list can be checked.
The Persuasive Writing assignment can be assessed using the Rubric.

Follow-up Activities
1.

Conduct an interview with a person in the community about their job.

2.

Visit another website on careers, sponsored by the US government at:
http://www.kids.gov/6_8/6_8_careers.shtml
What is this job like? | How do you get ready? | How much does this job pay? | How many jobs are there?
What about the future? | Are there other jobs like this? | Where can you find more information?

3.

Play a free internet game, called Smoothie Sailing. Kids learn about running a business to earn money
to help others. It is sponsored by Oracle Thinkquest Education Foundation.
http://tv.disney.go.com/disneychannel/suitelifeondeck/games/smoothiesailing/

4.

Read an essay that considers the topics: The Best Things in Life Are Free.
http://www.oppapers.com/essays/Best-Things-Life-Free/115134?topic

5.

Visit another website that was designed by the family of three girls who started their own business
while still in elementary school. It tells how they borrowed money to start-up, paid interest, re-paid
the interest out of their profits, and even made a nice profit for themselves. There is lots of information
about ways kids can make money investing for kids, business ideas and teaching the value of money.
http://cash-smart-kids.com
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Modifications or Suggestions for Different Learners
1.

Group activities give a variety of learners an opportunity to contribute to the discovery process.
When an activity involves using a computer, diﬀerent learners can be partnered with other students
to help them.

Handouts
1.

Careers and Jobs Worksheet

2.

Creating your own list of Goals – adapted from
http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/skills21/goals/2goallist.htm

3.

Persuasive Writing Rubric

Resources
1.

http://www.ehow.com/list_6802884_payroll-deductions-canada.html

2.

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_are_some_examples_of_payroll_deduction

3.

http://www.gov.mb.ca/labour/standards/doc,deductions,factsheet.html

4.

CFEE website (www.vector.cfee.org) - VECTOR resource, careers

5.

YouTube video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaNNdQVQB9k
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Creating your own list of Goals
Here are some ideas to get you thinking about your future.
•
Trips I would enjoy taking
•
Jobs I would love to do
•
Things I would like to own
•
People I would like to share my life with
•
I would love to create....
•
I would like to have the following skills....
•
I would like to tell my grandchildren about the time I went...
•
I want to try something crazy like......
•
When I look back on my life I want to be able to say I....
•
I want to try eating...
•
Fear is not a Factor for me because I want to...
•
I'll never be too old to learn....
Check oﬀ any goals that apply to you, then add your own personal goals.
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