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Possible Curriculum Integration Points

ECONOMIC CITIZENSHIP
The Economy and the Environment
Learning Level 2

Grade

7

Grade 7 Social Studies Recommended
Outcomes
• Describe the impact of various factors on quality of life in Canada and elsewhere in the world.

• Describe ways in which their personal actions may affect quality of life for people elsewhere in the world.

• Give examples of government decisions that affect quality of life.

• Respect others’ rights to express their point of views.

Other Relevant Curriculum Area(s)
Grade 7 Language Arts
Outcomes
• Express Ideas – Use exploratory language to discuss and record a variety of predictions, opinions, 

and conclusions.

• Consider Others’ Ideas – Compare own and others’ insights and viewpoints.

• Experiment with Language and Form – Expand self-expression in oral, written, and visual forms.

• Develop Understanding – Recognize and articulate the value of connecting prior and new knowledge and
experiences to shape and extend understanding.

• Explain Opinions – Summarize and represent personal viewpoints in clear and meaningful ways.

• Combine Ideas – Identify or invent personally meaningful ways of organizing ideas and information to
clarify and extend understanding.

• Textual Cues – Use textual cues such as organizational features of narrative and expository texts, bold print,
italics, and footnotes to construct and confirm meaning and interpret texts.

• Use Personal Knowledge – Examine personal knowledge of, and experiences related to, a topic to
determine information needs.

• Contribute to Group Inquiry – Contribute ideas, knowledge, and questions to help establish group inquiry
or research focuses and purposes.

• Identify Personal and Peer Knowledge – Select and organize personal and peer knowledge of a topic to
establish an information base for inquiry or research.

• Assess Sources – Use pre-established criteria to evaluate the currency, usefulness, and reliability of
information sources in answering inquiry or research questions.

• Organize Information – Organize information and ideas by selecting or developing categories appropriate
to a particular topic and purpose.

• Generate Ideas – Consider form and audience when generating ideas and focusing a topic.

• Enhance Presentation – Prepare compositions, reports, and inquiry or research projects using a variety of
organizers such as titles, subtitles, headings, subtopics, and graphic organizers.
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• Grammar and Usage – Edit for consistent verb tense and to eliminate unnecessary repetition of words 
and ideas.

• Share Ideas and Information – Facilitate small-group activities and short, whole-class sessions to share
information on a topic using pre-established active learning strategies such as role-plays, language games,
and simulations.

• Attentive Listening and Viewing – Demonstrate critical listening and viewing skills and strategies such as
evaluating content, quality, and presentation delivery and show respect for the presenter(s) through
appropriate audience behaviours such as showing attentiveness, and participating in audience activities.

• Compare Responses – Demonstrate growing self-confidence when expressing and sharing thoughts, ideas
and feelings.

• Cooperate with Others – Contribute to group efforts to reach consensus or conclusions.

• Work in Groups – Present group conclusions or findings to classmates.

• Use Language to Show Respect – Respect diverse languages, ideas, texts, and traditions, and recognize
contributions of self, peers, and the wider community.

Relevant Economic Outcomes
• Concept of “economic sustainability”

• Concept of renewable and non-renewable resources

• How business, household, and consumer actions can affect the environment – positively and negatively

• How governments policies and actions can affect the environment – positively and negatively

• Concept of “economic, citizenship” and what it means – e.g., help sustain and improve the environment, 
be an informed voter.

Background Information
People need to live, work and play in ways that help sustain and possibly improve the environment. If children
make good decisions now about helping the environment, they are more likely to become eco-friendly adults.
Students are big consumers, and they can make a difference if they support businesses that are trying to protect
the environment. In the future they will be voters, and need to be aware of how governments impact the quality
of life. Learning about making a positive impact may also inspire them to consider a career that involves
sustaining and improving the environment.

Overview of the Unit
The unit begins with a review of concepts regarding natural resources. Then the students will be put in groups to
create a mind map showing resources and the businesses, households or consumers who use these resources.
The maps will be presented to the class, followed by a discussion about how the users could reduce their impact
on the environment. After sharing an article with the class about the affect businesses have on the environment,
each student will be given an assignment to use the internet to read an article about how people affect the
environment. They will then write a personal report containing their own ideas about how they can sustain and
improve the environment. The last activity involves a debate as to whether or not the government policies are
having a positive or negative impact of the environment.  
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Estimated Time Frame: 6 periods – 60 minutes each

Suggested Implementation Strategy

Period 1 60 minutes – RESOURCES

• Begin the period by asking the class what these concepts are: 1. natural resources 2. renewable
resources 3. non-renewable resources 

• The teacher should ask: Who uses these resources? 

• Divide the class into an even number of small groups. Each group will make a mind map explaining
the kinds of resources - e.g., natural resources – wood – students draw a forest : renewable – students
might draw a waterfall: non-renewable – students draw an oil well

• The group must think of a business, household or consumer that uses each resource and write the
name of the user beside the resource - e.g., oil well – Fedex, water – washing dishes, 
wood – newspapers

• Give each group a large Bristol board or piece of chart paper.

• Instruct the groups that their mind map should be divided into the three categories and that the
mind maps will be presented to the class.

• Allow the rest of the period to complete their maps.

Period 2 60 minutes – PRESENTATIONS

• Finish up mind maps and make presentations.

Period 3 60 minutes – WHAT SHOULD PEOPLE DO TO HELP THE ENVIRONMENT

• The teacher will ask for volunteers to read the article titled “How Businesses Affect the Environment.
(Handout 1)

• The class will look at the businesses, household and consumers that were identified in the mind
maps.

• Ask the class to think about how each user is affecting the environment and start a discussion about
how the users could make changes to reduce their impact on the environment.

• Using computers, instruct the class to go to the following website :
http://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/How_Do_Humans_Affect_the_Environment

The students are asked to read the article about the effect people have on the environment. They are
to then write a personal report with their own ideas about the ways they can sustain and improve
the environment. 

• This can be finished for homework and handed in next period.

http://greenliving.lovetoknow.com/How_Do_Humans_Affect_the_Environment
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Possible Evaluations
1. Evaluate the group work and mind maps.
2. The Personal reports can be marked.
3. The teacher could go to the following website:  http://www.neok12.com/Energy-Sources.htm and print

out copies of three quizzes that are available for classroom use. They are called: 
1.    Renewable or Non-renewable Quiz 
2.    Types of Natural Resources
3.    Quiz on Natural Resources

4. The teacher can use the Rubric to assess the debates.

Period 4 60 minutes – HOW GOVERNMENT AFFECTS THE ENVIRONMENT

• Start the period by asking the questions: 

• If businesses are not being eco-friendly, who is responsible to make sure they are? (government)

• How does the government affect the environment? (policies) 

• Tell the class that they will be preparing a debate on this topic:  Is our federal government doing
a good job protecting the environment? (yes or no?)

• Divide the class into groups to debate this issue. Hand out copies of the Rules for Classroom
Debating and the Debating Rubric. (Handout  2-3) Look at and discuss with the class how the debate
will be run and assign the roles needed for the debate. 

• Give out the articles for the PRO and CON sides.  

• Instruct the class that these are only a sampling of the articles about the government and 
the environment. They are to read them as a starting point and access other information for
homework. They are to bring their findings back for the next period.

Period 5 60 minutes

• Allow the next period for preparation for the debate. During this time the teacher will meet with
both sides checking on their progress and offering assistance where needed.

Period 6 60 minutes

• The DEBATE starts!

http://www.neok12.com/Energy-Sources.htm
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Modifications or Suggestions for Different Learners
1. All students can have a role in producing the mind maps and presentations. Students can be paired 

up with some to do the report assignment or they can be directed to a follow-up activity if necessary
(activity 1). The teacher can assign the roles for the debate to accommodate all learners.

Follow-up Activities
1. Go to the website and practice knowledge of renewable energy sources by playing a game.

http://www.neok12.com/vocabulary/Energy-Sources-02.htm

2. This is an on-line board game that teaches the positive and negative ways people affect the
environment.
http://0-climate.nasa.gov.iii-server.ualr.edu/kids/leapsandflutters/game.html

3. Disney is making changes to reduce their impact on the environment.

This is the link to the website to access the article:
http://corporate.disney.go.com/citizenship2010/environment/overview/ourapproach

4. Read the article “How do Humans Affect the Environment” at:
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/how-do-humans-affect-the-environment.html

Handouts
1. How Businesses Affect the Environment article

2. Rubric for Debating

3. Classroom Rules for Debating

4. Articles 1-2 for the CON debate side.

5. Articles 3-4 for the PRO debate side.

Resources
1. Article -lovetoknow corp.

2. Nasa kids games

3. Article -Disney corp.

4. Article -Buzz.com -Intelligent Life on the Web

5. Article -Sierra Club, Can.

6. Debating Rubric -Middleschooldebate.com   London

7. Rules for Classroom debates -www.montrealgazette.com

8. Emma Liu, the Council of Canadians

9. Natural Resources, Canada

10. Ministry of Transportation, Canada

11. Internet games - neoK12 Educational games

http://www.buzzle.com/articles/how-do-humans-affect-the-environment.html
http://corporate.disney.go.com/citizenship2010/environment/overview/ourapproach
http://0-climate.nasa.gov.iii-server.ualr.edu/kids/leapsandflutters/game.html
http://www.neok12.com/vocabulary/Energy-Sources-02.htm
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The place you work can affect the environment either positively or negatively to a very large
degree. How eco-friendly your employer is when it comes to using energy to heat and cool the
building, to bring products into it, and to remove waste from it has a major impact on your
community and the planet.

You may be surprised by some specific examples of ways the working world damages the
environment:

• Heating and air conditioning systems pump greenhouse gas emissions from offices into
the atmosphere and use up vast amounts of electricity. Many buildings aren’t designed
to include energy-efficient systems or technology to reduce the amount of heat and air
conditioning they use.

• Many buildings are built from materials that don’t come from renewable sources.

• Office buildings have a huge appetite for electricity to power lighting, air conditioning,
computers, printers, and photocopiers. Equipment may be left on 24 hours a day, seven
days a week — even when no one’s working.

• Offices consume vast amounts of paper. Even with more offices recycling paper, a large
amount of paper waste still goes to landfill sites or incinerators.

• In addition to paper, offices produce a lot of other waste, including equipment
(especially computers), because companies regularly upgrade their equipment to stay
competitive. Electronics such as photocopiers and computers can end up in landfills,
where they don’t break down and, even worse, can leach harmful chemicals into the
ground and water.

• Rush-hour traffic jams in towns and cities are full of people trying to get to work —
wasting time and polluting the atmosphere.

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, industrial and commercial
energy use (from such sources as electricity use, product transportation, industrial
processes, burning fossil fuels to power boilers and produce steam, and using gasoline
to power vehicles) accounts for nearly 30 percent of total U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions.

How Businesses Affect the Environment
By Yvonne Jeffery, Liz Barclay, and Michael Grosvenor

http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/how-businesses-affect-the-environment.html#glossary-fossil_fuels
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/how-businesses-affect-the-environment.html#glossary-recycling_
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Article 1  CONS

Harper government cuts to environment programs bad policy and bad 
for future generations

For Immediate Release

March 2, 2011 John Bennett, Executive Director
Sierra Club Canada

OTTAWA – The coming double-digit cuts to Environment Canada and Natural Resources Canada, which
include a 59-percent reduction in spending for climate change and clean air programs, will leave a legacy
of indifference to the needs of our children.

"Well now we know what the government’s priorities are,” said John Bennett, Executive Director of Sierra
Club Canada. “And tackling climate change and protecting the environment are not among them.”

“We're replacing Canada’s Action Plan with an official inaction plan," said Bennett.

Environment Canada provides the federal government with much of its scientific capacity to monitor the
environment and assess the impacts of pollution. Without this science, the development of policies and
enforcement of federal environmental regulations will be significantly compromised.

"This makes all the announcements about improving “monitoring” and “enforcement” of the 
tar sands megaprojects meaningless," said Bennett.

Also among the cuts were Natural Resources Canada's energy efficiency programs, which helped
Canadians retrofit their homes and replace old and inefficient household appliances with energy efficient
models.

“These were good programs that made a difference,” said Bennett. “They were very popular 
well received by the public. It’s unthinkable the Harper government would kill them.”

"Energy efficiency is good economic policy and good for the environment,” said Bennett. “But this
government clearly doesn’t believe in science-based decision making, and it obviously has no
consideration for the environment it’s leaving for future generations.”
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Article 2  CONS

Budget cuts to Environment Canada and how they affect Canada's water sources

BY EMMA LUI, JULY 2011

Yesterday nearly 50 civil society organizations sent a letter to Prime Minister Stephen Harper decrying the
cuts to Environment Canada and outlining serious concerns about the impacts the cuts will have on water.
The letter was endorsed by labour, environmental, social justice, women's and First Nations organizations,
including the Council of Canadians, Canadian Union of Public Employees, Centre for Indigenous
Environmental Resources, International Institute of Concern for Public Health, Keepers of the Athabasca
Watershed Council, Métis Women's Circle, Mining Watch Canada, National Council of Women of Canada,
National Network on Environments and Women's Health, Polaris Institute, Public Service Alliance of
Canada, and Sierra Club Canada.

In the letter, statements were made by Maude Barlow (national chairperson of the Council of Canadians),
Oliver M. Brandes (co-director of the University of Victoria's POLIS Project on Ecological Governance),
David Suzuki (emeritus professor of zoology, University of British Columbia), Bob Sandford (chair of the
Canadian Partnership Initiative in support of the United Nations Water for Life Decade), Ralph Pentland
(acting chairman of the Canadian Water Issues Council) and Randy Christensen (lawyer with Ecojustice).

Summary of budget cuts to Environment Canada
A comparison of Environment Canada's Reports on Plans and Priorities from 2010-2011 and 2011-2012
reveals some shocking cuts to a critical government department. A summary of key points from the budget
cuts to Environment Canada are:

• Reduction of $222.2 million from last year's total planned spending

• Elimination of 1211 jobs (full-time equivalents) over the next three years

• Some of the biggest cuts were in the program activities of Climate Change and Clean Air,
Substance and Waste Management, Weather and Environmental Services, Water Resources 
and Internal Services

• Specific programs in which funding was reduced include the Action Plan on Clean Water and 
the Federal Contaminated Sites Action Plan

• The specific programs that were cut this year include the Chemicals Management Plan, the 
 Clean Air Agenda and the Air Quality Health Index

• The specific programs that will be cut next year include Species at Risk

While some of the cuts were predicted in last year's Report on Plans and Priorities, cuts in program
activities such as Biodiversity, Weather and Environmental Services, Substance and Waste Management
and Climate Change and Clean Air were either not predicted in the 2010-2011 Report on Plans and
Priorities or higher than estimates outlined in the 2010-2011Report.

Written by the Council of Canadians' national water campaigner.
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Article 3  PROS

The Media Room
Natural Resources Canada
2011/81
September 7, 2011

Harper Government Invests in New Energy Efficiency Initiatives

OTTAWA — The Honourable Joe Oliver, Minister of Natural Resources, announced today that the
Government of Canada is investing $78 million over the next two years to create jobs in the energy sector
and save Canadian homeowners money while improving energy efficiency. Today’s announcement will
also improve energy efficiency in buildings, industries, vehicles and consumer appliances.

“Canadians gave our Government a strong mandate to complete our economic recovery and focus on
continued job growth,” said Minister Oliver, speaking in Ottawa. “Support for energy efficiency is an
effective way to both create high-quality jobs for Canadians and save homeowners money.”

The Next Phase of Canada’s Economic Action Plan promotes job creation through investments in energy
efficiency and clean energy technology. The ecoENERGY Efficiency initiatives will help improve energy
efficiency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve air quality and save money for Canadians and
Canadian businesses. These initiatives are expected to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by approximately
four megatonnes, which is the equivalent of removing over one million cars from the road.

The ecoENERGY Efficiency initiatives will implement additional standards, regulations and other
cost-effective measures to help Canadians use energy more efficiently. New labelling, benchmarking,
training and information sharing tools will help Canadians improve energy performance in all sectors of
the economy.

These initiatives will achieve a number of objectives, such as establishing a more stringent National
Energy Code for Buildings with provinces and territories, the implementation of new energy management
system standards for industrial facilities and upgrade new home energy rating systems to adapt the latest
technologies.
________________________________________
FOR BROADCAST USE: 
Natural Resources Minister Joe Oliver announced today that the Government of Canada is investing $78 million
over the next two years to improve energy efficiency in Canada’s buildings, homes, industries, vehicles and
consumer appliances. The new set of ecoENERGY Efficiency initiatives will help improve energy efficiency, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and save money for Canadians and Canadian businesses.
Media may contact:
Julie Di Mambro
Press Secretary
Office of the Minister
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Article 4  PROS

Government Environmental Agreements

Environment Canada is party to a wide range of environmental agreements, both voluntary and regulated.

The Department enters into agreements with provincial or territorial governments to streamline the
administration and management of environmental regulations. It also makes agreements with individual
companies and industry sectors to ensure that they achieve certain levels of environmental performance.

Environment Canada's international agreements are negotiated on the basis of positions developed
through consultations with provincial, territorial and Aboriginal governments and with Canadian
stakeholders.

• Canada-Ontario Agreement Respecting the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem
Find out about the Canada-Ontario Agreement which aims to restore and protect the Great Lakes
Basin ecosystem

• Canadian Environmental Protection Act: Agreements
The act and related regulations frame a number of agreements which are listed here.

• Environmental Performance Agreements
Find information on environmental agreements that have already been signed with Environment
Canada or that are currently under negotiation.

• Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement
This agreement expresses the commitment to restore and maintain the chemical, physical and
biological integrity of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem.

• International Affairs
Environment Canada is involved in numerous international agreements.

Government Environmental Agreements

ecoTRANSPORT

The ecoTRANSPORT Strategy is part of the Government of Canada's ambitious agenda to protect our
environment and the health of Canadians and to further our economic prosperity. Initiatives announced 
to date include: 

• The ecoFREIGHT Program is aimed at reducing the environmental and health effects of freight
transportation through the use of technology.

• The ecoMOBILITY Program will help municipalities reduce urban passenger transportation
emissions by increasing transit ridership and the use of other sustainable transportation options.

• The ecoTECHNOLOGY for Vehicles Program will involve purchasing and testing a range of
advanced technologies and showcasing them at public events across Canada.

• The ecoAUTO Rebate Program

• ecoENERGY for Fleets – Benefiting trucking companies and other commercial fleet operations by
helping them cut fuel costs and reduce harmful emissions. 

http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca/corporate/17024
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs/environment-ecotransport-ecoauto-639.htm
ecoTECHNOLOGY for Vehicles
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs/environment-ecomobility-menu-eng-144.htm
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs/environment-ecofreight-menu-1131.htm
http://www.ec.gc.ca/international/default.asp?lang=En&n=4E60822B-1
http://www.ec.gc.ca/grandslacs-greatlakes/default.asp?lang=En&n=A1C62826
http://www.ec.gc.ca/epe-epa/default.asp?lang=En&n=69737ECC-1
http://www.ec.gc.ca/lcpe-cepa/default.asp?lang=En&n=D8C7F34E-1
http://www.ec.gc.ca/grandslacs-greatlakes/default.asp?lang=En&n=B903EE0D-1

